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As known, book The Human Stain By Phillip Roth is well known as the home window to open the world, the
life, and also new thing. This is what the people now need so much. Even there are lots of people that don't
such as reading; it can be a selection as reference. When you truly need the means to develop the next
motivations, book The Human Stain By Phillip Roth will really assist you to the means. Additionally this
The Human Stain By Phillip Roth, you will have no remorse to obtain it.
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It is 1998, the year in which America is whipped into a frenzy of prurience by the impeachment of a
president, and in a small New England town, an aging classics professor, Coleman Silk, is forced to retire
when his colleagues decree that he is a racist. The charge is a lie, but the real truth about Silk would have
astonished even his most virulent accuser.

Coleman Silk has a secret, one which has been kept for 50 years from his wife, his four children, his
colleagues, and his friends, including the writer Nathan Zuckerman. It is Zuckerman who stumbles upon
Silk's secret and sets out to reconstruct the unknown biography of this eminent, upright man, esteemed as an
educator for nearly all his life, and to understand how this ingeniously contrived life came unraveled. And to
understand also how Silk's astonishing private history is, in the words of The Wall Street Journal,
"magnificently" interwoven with "the larger public history of modern America."

As an added bonus, when you purchase any of our Audible Modern Vanguard productions of Phillip Roth's
books, you'll also get an exclusive Jim Atlas interview.
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The Unknowable and Elusive Truth
By A Customer
The Human Stain completes Philip Roth's thematic American trilogy, a meditation on the historical forces in
the latter half of the twentieth century that have destroyed many innocent lives. In this trilogy, Roth takes
devastating aim at the "American dream" and its empty promises of prosperity, freedom and everlasting
happiness.
The trilogy began with American Pastoral, which some believe to be the high point in Roth's career.
American Pastoral explored the effects of late-sixties radicalism on the idyllic life of Swede Levov and his
family. I Married a Communist, the second book of the trilogy, was somewhat of a disappointment after the
near-perfect American Pastoral, but it was still an engrossing story about the McCarthy era, a portrait of a
country in which paranoia had displaced reason, allowing rumor and innuendo to run rampant and ruin lives.
The Human Stain closes the trilogy and brings us to the year 1998. The United States is awash in the
Clinton-Lewinsky scandal and citizens feel the "ecstasy of sanctimony;" they are ready to accuse, blame and
punish a very good president for what amounts to nothing more than the sexual peccadilloes almost every
person becomes involved in at some time during his life.
On its surface, The Human Stain condemns the political correctness of McCarthyism that effectively turns
college campuses away from creative thought and toward middle-aged, white, male oppression at any cost.



Does this make The Human Stain a campus satire? Yes, but it is so much more and those who think it is not
are simply missing the book's deepest level. It is, at its heart, a sad and poignant statement on the very
essence of human nature, a statement that, in Roth's talented hands, becomes utterly convincing. It reminds
us of our very unpraiseworthy proclivity to condemn, sully and even find some secret and voluptuous joy in
ruining the name of others and delivering their lives into the hands of misery. The real truth, Roth tells us, is
both "endless" and unknowable, no matter how much we may wish to label it with our petty accusations.
Most of us, however, find this unknowability unacceptable, and so, we leave our own unmistakable "human
stain" in our wake.
Coleman Silk, Roth's protagonist in The Human Stain, understands truth's unknowablility all too well. This
seventy-one year old professor, who was once a beloved classicist of Athena College, now faces a scandal
much like the one faced by President Clinton. And, like Clinton, Silk has done a very good job; his efforts as
dean have left their mark of excellence. Athena College is all the better for his having been there, just as the
United States is all the better for the Clinton years. Nevertheless, Silk finds himself accused of being both a
racist and a misogynist.
Shamed publicly, Silk does exact revenge, but revenge for what? What exactly is the truth in this matter?
While those in Silk's community want to see "truth" as a matter of black and white, the novel's narrator,
Nathan Zuckerman tells us that "truth," at least in this case, if not in every case, is something that is more
nuanced, more grey. And, in a delightfully ironic twist, we learn that Silk has a secret to share, one that
makes his accusers turn beet-red with embarrassment rather than with exhilaration.
Nathan Zuckerman, Roth's own alter-ego, has appeared in eight of his novels, including the first two of this
trilogy. He is the man in whom the reader must place his trust, or his mistrust. Zuckerman willingly admits
that he knows only certain facts about his protagonists, that he must rely on his own innate gift for
storytelling to convince us of the things that he, himself, sees so clearly, and that we are certainly free to
accept or deny his version as we will.
Roth could have chosen to tell his story from the vantage point of an objective, omniscient narrator and thus
allowed us access to the thoughts and feelings of all the characters involved. At first glance, this might seem
to have been the wiser choice. A second glance, however, will show us it would have been a travesty, an
audacious claim to actually know what the elusive and unknowable truth really is. Telling the story from the
point-of-view of the highly subjective Zuckerman is tantamount to an admission of the elusiveness of truth;
it is allowing us to form our own opinions without manipulation from either the author or from any of his
characters. It is, genius.
If there is any blemish, however slight, in this wonderful literary achievement, it is the character of Les
Farley. Les is the now-cliched Vietnam veteran; a man suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder, the
weary, misunderstood and maligned soldier who has been abandoned by a country for whom he was willing
to give up his very life. Roth uses Farley as a plot device only, and he is one that fails to convince in an
otherwise overwhelmingly convincing book.
Roth's prose is, as always, without rival. His Jamesian sentences twist and turn with a vitality and energy
that, at times, can seem almost frantic. But Roth never jeopardizes his lucidity; he is a linguistic master who
can take us on the most tumultuous ride with an ease and smoothness that other authors can only dream
about.
The Human Stain is Philip Roth at the top of his form. It is also American fiction at its very finest and a book
that is definitely not to be missed.

71 of 78 people found the following review helpful.
An explosive broadside against the "ecstasy of sanctimony"
By Brooke276
More than an attack on the all-too-familiar topic of political correctness, Roth's new novel manages to
encompass the entire culture of self-righteousness and MORAL correctness (which always assumes a more
insidious form than the political). While some of the character developments are often less than compelling,



the central story of Coleman Silk always remains strong and utterly fascinating. A key point, and often
overlooked in reviews, is Roth's revelation (still unknown to many at this late date) of the ambiguity and
arbitrary nature of racial classification. If Silk is to be considered black despite being as light as any white
man, what does that do to our sense of "innate" and "immutable" racial features? As with morality, holding
rigid ideological beliefs about race does little but lead to tragic misunderstandings and a failure to perceive
complexity. Despite some detours, Roth is an exceptional writer, always insightful and willing to tackle
contemporary controversies without fear. Some might be distracted by the allusions to the Clinton-Lewinsky
affair, but it does serve its purpose: intelligent, important men are often brought down by their sexual
impulses, but such acts should never outweigh other aspects of character and achievement. That we need to
be reminded of this time after time is quite sad, but Roth would rather we not forget it. Overall, neither
"liberal" nor "conservative" in the conventional sense, but an indictment of a hypocritical society bent on
using obfuscation and euphemism to create an environment where, to paraphrase Roth, "what is being said is
not what is really going on."

22 of 22 people found the following review helpful.
The Human Stain
By Robin Friedman
In a long writing career, Philip Roth has progressively deepened his themes and his understanding of human
characteras well as his skill at the novelist's craft. His novel, "The Human Stain" is both entertaining and
thought-provoking. It is a worthy addition to American fiction of the early 21st century.
The title of the book sets forth its primary theme. A major part of human life is tied to human sexuality and
to physicality. People ignore or downplay this aspect at their peril. This theme is reflected througout the
book. Roth, even more than John Updike and with a different perspective than Updike, writes with a passion
about the central role of sexuality in human life.
The story unfolds agains a backdrop of the Clinton impeachment hearings. The chief protagonist of the book
is Coleman Silk, a 71 year old former professor of Classics and Dean of a small New England College. Silk
has resigned from the college as a result of an investigation over a classroom remark that some found racist.
His wife of many years has died, and Silk has become romantically involved with a 34 year-old divorced
woman with little education who works as a janitor in the college. Silk's former colleagues, his four children
and his acquaintances are leery of his affair. Silk befriends Nathan Zukerman, an alter ego who appears in
many Roth novels, who tells Silk's story.
Silk has become highly successful but has done so in part by denying important components of his life. He is
of African-American ancestry but light enough to pass. (Many American novels utilize the theme of
"passing" for white.) He callously walks away from his family at the age of 27 in order to marry a white
woman for fear that she would reject him if she were aware of his ancestry. He never reveals the secret.
Roth's book suggests in a poignant way how difficult it is for one person to claim to know another.
The theme of individual self-determination in life choices, as opposed to following the course of the group
into which one was born, is another major theme of the book. Roth develops it well, with all its pain and
ambiguity, in exploring the choices Zuckerman has made. Many people probably would assert that people
need to stay and develop within their group. This isn't Roth. He seems to me more qunintesentially American
by celebrating the room modern secular democracy gives people to change and follow their stars. But, very
simply, this is a different matter from denying one's origins altogether.
The book is full of great scenes, particularly of Coleman Silk's early fascination with boxing, and of literary
allusions. There are allusions to Homer and Euripides, as befitting a professor of classics. Euripides, with his
naturalism and recognition of the power of sexuality, is an excellent choice for emphasis in this book. There
are also fine passages emphasizing the power of music, including a lovely description of Coleman's 19-year
old lover, when he was young, dancing in his college flat. Mahler's music, with its feel for the earth, also
figures prominently as does the powerhouse pianist, Yefim Bronfman.
Coleman's 34 year old lover is well described. She helps teach Coleman, very late in his life, the importance



of sexuality and of human contact, to try to see and accept things for what they are, and to understand the
inevitability of change.
Readers who enjoy this book might also enjoy Saul Bellow's novel, "Ravelstein" which raises many of the
same issues. Bellow's novel tells the story of a philosophy professor who, like Silk, specializes in the ancient
Greeks -- Plato rather than Euripides. Both books are narrated by a friends of the protagonists who are
novelists and who request them to write narratives to remember their lives. Both involve stories of sexual
passion and speak of the promises and difficulties offered in the United States where people can, in a real
sense, become who they are. Roth's novel and Bellow's novel, the products of two of our finest writers in
their old age, present good pictures of the potential of American life in our modern day.
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