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As one of the book compilations to propose, this Hour Game (Value Priced) (King & Maxwell Series) By
David Baldacci has some solid reasons for you to check out. This publication is very suitable with just what
you require now. Besides, you will also like this publication Hour Game (Value Priced) (King & Maxwell
Series) By David Baldacci to read due to the fact that this is one of your referred books to read. When getting
something new based upon experience, enjoyment, and also other lesson, you can utilize this publication
Hour Game (Value Priced) (King & Maxwell Series) By David Baldacci as the bridge. Beginning to have
reading routine can be gone through from various ways and from variant kinds of books

Amazon.com Review
Two disgraced former Secret Service officers team up to solve a series of copy-cat crimes in this exciting
new thriller by a master of the game. Sean King was momentarily distracted when a presidential candidate
he'd been guarding was assassinated a few feet from where he stood, and Michelle Maxwell left the Service
under a similar cloud when she lost a "protectee" to an ingenious kidnapping scheme, events told in
Baldacci's typical terse, fast-paced style in Split Second. Now partners in a private investigation firm in a
small Virginia town, they're hired to investigate a burglary at the home of a wealthy local family. But even
before the chief suspect in the break-in meets his death in a gruesome slaying reminiscent of a serial killer
long since caught and punished, King and Maxwell get caught up in a string of other murders, each of which
copies the techniques of another madman, from San Francisco's Zodiac Killer to Chicago's infamous John
Wayne Gacy. While the two protagonists aren't especially complex or well-developed, the action never
stops, and Baldacci's trademark pacing keeps the reader turning pages until the denouement, which
unfortunately isn't quite as satisfying as the rest of the novel. --Jane Adams

Amazon.com Exclusive Content

Why Hour Game: An Exclusive Essay by David Baldacci

It's hard not to notice that the majority of fictional serial killers are cut from the same mold. When David
Baldacci wrote Hour Game, he went out of his way to create a murderous original. Read this Amazon.com
exclusive essay to learn how and why he did it.

From Publishers Weekly
Baldacci's last book, Split Second, was a relatively weak offering from this bestselling author, sunk by a
cartoonish villain and absurd plot. But it did introduce two of Baldacci's (Absolute Power, etc.) most
memorable characters, former Secret Service agents Sean King and Michelle Maxwell, in business together
as private investigators in smalltown Wrightsburg, Va. Baldacci is back in form, and King and Maxwell



reappear in this utterly absorbing, complex mystery-thriller that spins in unexpected directions. The novel
starts as a serial-killer thriller, for there's a murderer at work in Wrightsburg whose selection of victims
appears random but whose modus operandi, differing from kill to kill, mimics the work of a notorious serial
killer—the Zodiac killer, John Wayne Gacy, etc. The fifth victim is local resident and international tycoon
Robert E. Lee Battle. King and Maxwell have already been tangling with the gothic horror show of a
dysfunctional Southern family that is the Battles, as they've been hired to help prove the innocence of a
Battle handyman accused of stealing from the family. Then that handyman is murdered, and the duo (along
with a clueless local sheriff and an obnoxious FBI agent) must race to figure out if the same killer is behind
all the murders and, if so, why. There are terrific action sequences sprinkled throughout, and plenty of
suspense, and the King/Maxwell relationship, while not romantic, emits sparks. It's Baldacci's portrayal of
smalltown Southern life, however, and his sharp characterizations of the Battles, from the bombastic Bobby
and his regal widow to his weird extended family, that give the novel texture and depth: this is Baldacci's
most accomplished tale since his nonthriller Wish You Well, and it rivals that novel in its social
commentary. Despite fair clues, few if any readers will ID the villain (villains?) before they're revealed, and
a snappy surprise ending will have Baldacci's many fans remembering why they love this author so much.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Sean King and Michelle Maxwell, the former Secret Service agents from Baldacci's previous outing, Split
Second (2003), are on the trail of a serial killer in this new novel. King and Maxwell have just gone into
business together as private investigators when Michelle discovers the body of a young woman in the woods.
The body was posed with a wristwatch stopped at 1:00. Two high-school students are the next victims; both
have watches on their wrists--the boy's reads 2:00, the girl's 3:01. King and Maxwell aid the police while
working on their own case: a burglary in the house of Remmy Battle, a wealthy, tough southerner whose
husband, Bobby, lies in a coma at the local hospital. The prime suspect is Junior Deaver, whose fingerprints
are found at the crime scene. But Junior swears he's innocent. The victim list keeps growing: a successful
high-powered lawyer and then Bobby Battle himself. Soon King begins to suspect that the serial killer might
not be choosing his victims at random, and he believes one of the murders is the work of a different killer.
The plot doesn't hold together perfectly, even starting out a bit slow, but it recovers to build to an exciting
finish. Kristine Huntley
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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David Baldacci Searching the e-book that you like to check out very first or discover an interesting e-book
Hour Game (Value Priced) (King & Maxwell Series) By David Baldacci that will make you intend to check
out? Everyone has distinction with their factor of reviewing a publication Hour Game (Value Priced) (King
& Maxwell Series) By David Baldacci Actuary, checking out routine has to be from earlier. Lots of
individuals might be love to review, yet not an e-book. It's not fault. Somebody will be burnt out to open the
thick publication with small words to check out. In more, this is the real condition. So do happen most likely
with this Hour Game (Value Priced) (King & Maxwell Series) By David Baldacci

It can be one of your morning readings Hour Game (Value Priced) (King & Maxwell Series) By David
Baldacci This is a soft documents publication that can be managed downloading from on the internet book.
As understood, in this sophisticated age, modern technology will alleviate you in doing some tasks. Even it is
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David Baldacci can be extra function to open. It is not just to open up and save in the device. This moment in
the morning and other leisure time are to check out guide Hour Game (Value Priced) (King & Maxwell
Series) By David Baldacci

Guide Hour Game (Value Priced) (King & Maxwell Series) By David Baldacci will always provide you
favorable value if you do it well. Completing the book Hour Game (Value Priced) (King & Maxwell Series)
By David Baldacci to review will certainly not become the only goal. The objective is by getting the good
worth from guide up until the end of the book. This is why; you should discover more while reading this
Hour Game (Value Priced) (King & Maxwell Series) By David Baldacci This is not only exactly how quick
you review a publication and also not just has the amount of you completed guides; it is about just what you
have gotten from the books.
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He's copying famous serial killers.
And the HOUR GAME has just begun...

A woman is found murdered in the woods. It seems like a simple case but it soon escalates into a terrible
nightmare. Someone is replicating the killing styles of the most infamous murderers of all time. No one
knows this criminal's motives...or who will die next.

Two ex-Secret Service agents, Sean King and Michelle Maxwell, have been hired to defend a man's
innocence in a burglary involving an aristocratic family. Then a series of secrets leads the partners right into
the frantic hunt that is confounding even the FBI. Now King and Maxwell are playing the Hour Game,
uncovering one horrifying revelation after another and putting their lives in danger. For the closer they get to
the truth, the closer they get to the most shocking surprise of all.
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Most helpful customer reviews

134 of 146 people found the following review helpful.
Good Characters - A Mediocre, Confusing Read
By Jana L.Perskie
I asked myself, a third of the way through "The Hour Game," what more could a reader want in a mystery,
suspense thriller than what author David Baldacci has offered up in his latest novel? There are two



fascinating protagonists with great mutual chemistry, interesting secondary characters, an intriguing plot and
a bevy of subplots. Needless to say, I looked forward, with delight, to reading the rest of the book - only to
be let down, cruelly. I just hate to be disappointed by a novel. I am an avid reader and pride myself on my
ability to concentrate. However, Baldacci introduces so many characters of great import, and more of lesser
standing, along with so many plots, subplots, potential plots and all sorts of motives, that I found it difficult
to keep them all straight. And this book is far too long! I began to study the novel, actually taking notes, as if
it were homework for a class in thermodynamics. Not fun! I just finished reading many positive reviews for
"The Hour Game" and am beginning to wonder if I am the only one who was effected negatively. Although I
am tempted to fudge a bit on the rating and go with the crowd, I have to call it as I see it. Reviewer's integrity
and all that.

Mr. Baldacci introduced us to two disgraced secret service agents in "Split Second," Sean King and Michelle
Maxwell. Since we last saw them, these two have changed careers and joined forces by becoming partners in
a private investigation firm, King and Maxwell, located in small-town Wrightsburg, Virginia. This odd
couple, of sorts, is what makes the novel work. Their combined energy, skills, intelligence and humor cannot
be beat. King is a "neatnick," everything-in-its-place type. He is a connoisseur of rich food and fine wine,
and a steady rock when it comes to dependability. Michelle is a slob! Seriously. Her place is a mess and she
is impulsive to boot. A super athlete and health food addict, there's nothing she likes more, (almost), than to
row her boat many miles and return to a large spinach salad, multigrain bread and carrot juice. The two
respect each other's differences because there's real affection between them. No romance yet...but there are
possibilities. To add romantic tension, a former love of King's, the attractive medical examiner, Sylvia Diaz,
is introduced - like we really needed another character.

While out jogging Michelle discovers a dead body. The woman's corpse had been posed and a Zodiac watch,
which didn't belong to her, was affixed to her wrist. The time was set to one o'clock. Was the killer trying to
mimic the infamous Zodiac Killer? Murders #2 and 3 are of a young couple parked and necking at a favorite
make-out site. The weapon - a shotgun. A dog collar was left on the floorboard of their car. Is this a Son of
Sam copycat? Are the murders related and what is the message and motive? How are the corpses connected?
The bizarre killings continue, each scene evoking aspects of former famous serial killers, and each death
marked by a precise time. Police Chief Todd Williams deputizes King and Maxwell. The PIs make little
sense of it all. There are too many potential suspects, (what are their names, again?), and a dearth of clues.
See, I'm not the only one! Maxwell asks, "Why commit murders in similar styles to past killers as a copycat
would and then write letters making it clear you're not them?"

During this turmoil, attorney Harry Lee Carrick hires the two detectives to investigate a burglary, allegedly
committed by his client, handyman Junior Deavor. The robbery took place on the estate of the town's
wealthiest and most formidable family, the Battle clan - Southern gothic at its best. Is the entire family, and
their history going back to the civil War, introduced to prop up the plot or to confuse the reader?

Then the puzzles begin. Again, who is/are the killer(s)? Who stole what from whom? Motive(s)? How to
keep all the characters straight? Who gets killed next? Will Michelle and Sean ever get together? And so on.
I did enjoy some of the novel, especially the interaction and banter between King and Maxwell. The plot
concerning the serial killer is interesting, as are some of the characters. Bottom line, if you're a Baldacci fan,
you'll probably like this, even the confusing parts. Fans of the mystery, suspense thriller genre, who are
patient readers, will also enjoy. As I wrote earlier, maybe it's just me! The one thing I do know is that this
novel has potential and could have used a better editor.

JANA



27 of 30 people found the following review helpful.
Lesser Baldacci....lacks his usual smooth structure
By clutchhitter
I dunno, maybe I was spoiled by his earlier books, but this one jams in a lot of murders, a lot of unlikable
characters and a couple of action scenes.

THE GOOD NEWS: The action sequences second to none, but they are too few and too late.

THE BAD NEWS: I just gave up keeping all the relationships and motivations straight, not because it gets
too complicated (it does) but because you just don't care.

COMPARED TO HIS OTHER WORK: Earlier work had individual plot threads build slowly, gradually
coming together until the whole structure becomes clear and then topped off by an race-to-the-finish ending.

THIS TIME: In his attempt to cover TOO much, all the plot threads are short-changed I just didn't care who
did what.

Attempts at witty banter between the two heroes falls pretty flat.

His last book (Split Second) was not bad, but this isn't even close to THAT one!

52 of 61 people found the following review helpful.
Okay At Best -- And I'm being Generous!
By Bobbewig
I've read all of David Baldacci's books, although in my opinion each new book is a little less good than the
one preceding it. And, having read Hour Game, I may be ready to give up on Baldacci -- or, at leat no longer
consider him to be one of my 'must read' authors. The Hour Game starts off with a lot of promise, interesting
plot and lots of mystery and excitement. However, the book never lived up to its potential. The plot became
too muddled and confusing, too many characters were involved and the interval between anything exciting
happening was much too drawn out. While Baldacci's latest is just good enough to finish, it's not a book I'd
recommend highly to you.

See all 1227 customer reviews...
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